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The Rebel King 

John 18:33-38 

 

Introduction: An Imposter on the Throne 

I don’t know when I first heard the story of Robin Hood but I’ve always liked it.  It appeals to 

use because of the universal theme of justice that we all long for.  You’ve got the rich and 

powerful bad guys who are oppressing the poor good guys.  To avenge the wrongs, Robin Hood 

leads a good-hearted band of thieves who only steal from the rich to give to the poor.  On the 

scales of justice, you could make a case that Robin and his band are only evening the score since 

the rich and powerful are stealing from the poor through oppression.   

 

I’m not sure I’ve ever even read the story of Robin Hood.  I’ve just been entertained by the story 

which is set in a variety of different movies.  There’s the classic Errol Flynn version from 1938.  

Sean Connery and Aubrey Hepburn’s attempt at the story was rather unremarkable.  Robin 

Hood: Prince of Thieves, starring Kevin Costner was beautifully filmed but I just couldn’t get 

over the title character talking like a surfer dude from Southern California. It didn’t work.  

Russell Crowe’s version in 2010 was on a par with Errol Flynn’s classic.  And then there was 

Disney’s animated adaption in 1973 that remains one of my favorite movies of all time.  Roger 

Miller playing a guitar-playing and singing fox as Robin Hood was genius.  Speaking of musical 

adaptions, Mel Brooks’ Robin Hood Men in Tights is, well, it’s Mel Brooks.  Not exactly the 

same tale as Robin Hood, but borrowing freely from it is Danny Kaye’s version called The Court 

Jester.  It is really one of my all-time favorite movies.   

 

The legend of Robin Hood is loosely based on history.  Central to the story is King John 

usurping the throne that rightly belongs to his brother, King Richard, who is supposedly off 

fighting in the Crusades.  Richard is brave and courageous – a beloved king – while John is 

cowardly and cruel.   

 

Neither Robin Hood nor King Richard is a Christ-figure.  But this day – Palm Sunday – 

commemorates the occasion of the rightful King riding into Jerusalem to overthrow the 

unsuspecting imposter on the throne masquerading as the Ruler of this World.  Within five days 
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from Palm Sunday, the unknown Rebel King would be nailed to a cross.  Satan must have 

thought that he had won the day by vanquishing the Son of God.  We all know the Story.  Jesus 

won by losing his life only to be resurrected three days later, breaking Satan’s power over this 

world.   

 

When Jesus walked on earth, he was a King like no other.  He had no army or court officials.  He 

didn’t live in a palace or sit on a throne.  You see, he came to turn the upside-down right again.  

He was radical.  He was the King who rebelled against the Kingdom of Darkness that had held 

the world in chains since Adam had first sinned.  At his trial before his crucifixion, Jesus was 

asked directly if he was a king… 

 

Text: John 18:33-38 

So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of 

the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you 

about me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered 

you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my 

kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered 

over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a 

king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this 

purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth 

listens to my voice.” Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 

 

The Triumphal Entry 

Let’s step back from Pilate’s inquiry for just a bit.  Pilate would have questioned Jesus Thursday 

night or early Friday morning.  But just five days before, on Sunday, Jesus fulfilled an ancient 

prophecy when he came into Jerusalem on the back of a young donkey colt: 

 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

    Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

    righteous and having salvation is he, 
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humble and mounted on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

   Zechariah 9:9 

 

What kind of king is he?  He is righteous and he is bringing salvation.  That’s a normal 

expectation for a king.  The Bible affirms that the people will prosper when the righteous rule.  

We all want our leaders to be righteous.  This promised king from Zechariah would also bring 

salvation to an oppressed people.  At the time of the prophet’s ministry, some of the Jews had 

returned from seventy years of captivity but they were oppressed by their neighbors and deeply 

discouraged.  It wasn’t a whole lot different for the people of Jesus’ day, either.  They had been 

oppressed by heavy hand of the Roman Empire for many years and they were longing for the 

promised king who would bring them deliverance and salvation.   

 

When Jesus came into Jerusalem, the crowd went crazy.  For three years they had watched him 

teach with unusual authority and back it up with supernatural miracles. This was the season of 

Passover, a time of great anticipation and national pride.  Jesus knew exactly what he was doing.  

He had, after all, specifically directed his disciples to secure the colt that he would ride upon.  He 

knew that he was fulfilling Zechariah’s prophecy.  In an act of submission to their king, they laid 

their garments down on the ground as Jesus rode over them.  They wildly waved palm branches 

as a proud symbol of national pride and victory.  They shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (Matthew 21:9)  

Their promised Messiah and Savior had come at last! 

 

Of course, the religious leaders didn’t like it at all.  They considered Jesus a rival who 

continually called them to account.  They had already begun to plot against him to try to find a 

way to kill him.  They told Jesus to hush the crowd.  He must have laughed when he replied over 

the noise, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out” (Luke 19:40). On Palm 

Sunday, Jesus really made an entrance! 
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Sedition Against Satan 

But as soon as Jesus got through the gates of Jerusalem he set his plan of rebellion against Satan 

into motion.  He went to the Temple and drove the money changers out.  Now, understand that 

the money changers were in the Temple Courtyard for a very specific liturgical reason.  Only 

certain sacrifices were accepted in the Jewish system of worship and many people had to 

exchange money in order to be able to make the appropriate sacrifice.  For us as American 

capitalists, we wouldn’t have a problem in charging a fee for the service of exchanging the 

money.  It’s kind of like a modest ATM fee you might have to pay if you used a different bank.  

But Jesus was having none of that corruption.  He turned over their tables and threw them out.  I 

can just imagine the religious leaders standing in the corner thinking, “Who does this guy think 

he is?”   

 

Jesus was not only making a statement in the Temple; he was provoking the hypocritical 

religious leaders to action against him.  For the next three days, he was teaching in the Temple 

grounds.  Most of the time, the targets of his condemnation were the religious leaders who were 

forming their plot to arrest him and have him killed.   

 

We sometimes look at the arrest, trial, and crucifixion of Jesus as a great tragedy.  It is that.  And 

it reveals our own wickedness.  But Jesus knew exactly what was going to happen.  Weeks 

before, he had set his sights on Jerusalem and there was no deterring him towards his destiny.  In 

the days leading up to his entry into the city, Jesus alluded to his impending crucifixion many 

times in his conversations with his disciples.  Jesus’ provocation of the Jewish religious leaders 

was intentional.  Jesus was fulfilling the Father’s plan of rebellion against Satan.  Just a few 

months later, on the Day of Pentecost, the Apostle Peter explained to the crowd what really 

happened: 
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“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 

mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you 

yourselves know— this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised 

him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 

Acts 2:22-24 

 

The arrest, the trial, the crucifixion, and the resurrection were not accidental. They were the 

definite plan of God, fulfilled by Jesus, to break the power of sin and death that had enslaved the 

world by Satan.  The Devil never saw it coming! 

 

Who Is Your King? 

Lift up your heads, O gates! 

    And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 

    that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 

    The Lord, strong and mighty, 

    the Lord, mighty in battle! 

Lift up your heads, O gates! 

    And lift them up, O ancient doors, 

    that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 

    The Lord of hosts, 

    he is the King of glory! 

  Psalm 24:7-10 

 

On this Palm Sunday, we begin the journey to the cross and eventually, to the garden tomb on 

Easter.  Jesus is the Rebel King.  He doesn’t do things the way we normally do.  He won by 

losing.  He rules by serving.  To the world, Jesus and his way are foolish.  But there is coming a 

day when Jesus will return again.  At that time, he won’t be the humble King riding on a 

donkey’s colt.  He will be the conquering King coming in power and glory: 
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Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called 

Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a 

flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one 

knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is 

called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and 

pure, were following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with 

which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread 

the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh 

he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. 

Revelation 19:11-16 

 

Who is your king?  Is it your wealth and possessions?  Is your king some relationship that is all 

in all?  Is your king some politician that you’ve pinned all your hopes upon to make America 

great again? Maybe your king is yourself.  Every kingdom on this earth will fail.  Every knee 

will bow to the Rebel King who King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

The question today for you and for me is, “Who is your king?  Who are you following?”  Every 

other kingdom will fall and be thrown into everlasting fire.  Commit your life to follow Jesus – 

the Rebel King.  Lose your life to find it.  Take up your cross.  Come and die with Christ so that 

you might live with him.  

 

Prayer 

 

 


